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Whereas there has been a demographic shift in Minnesota; and www.mnruralhealth.org

Whereas this shift has resulted in declining populations in many rural communities and a de-

cline in economic and social capital in these areas; and

Whereas this shift has also resulted in urban congestion and related problems;

Be it therefore resolved that all new state initiatives include a review to assess opportunity to locate
selected state funded jobs and infrastructure, over time and when appropriate, in rural communities,
thereby helping to relieve urban congestion and fostering rural vitality.

The review to be called a “Rural Opportunity Assessment, ROA.”

2007 Initiatives
e Assure rural health care access to interpreter services

e« Support a primary law for seat belt enforcement
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