Minnesota Rural Health Association
Board of Director’s Meeting

July 13, 2009

Minutes

Attending:  Tim Stratton, Jenny Lohse, Robin Weis, Dave Borgert, Kathy Huntley, Mark Schoenbaum,  Judy Neppel
Excused:  Jack Geller, Duane Nelson, Darrell Carter, Maddy Forsberg, Jill Myers, Liz Quam, Jenny Schlagenhaft, Karla Weng, Tiffany Yen
Ex Officio Attending:  Marnie Moore
1.  Call to Order – President Stratton called the meeting to order at 12:02PM

2.  Approval of Minutes – A motion to approve the minutes of the June 16th meeting was made by Kathy Huntley and seconded by Robin Weis.  Motion approved unanimously.
3. Business Arising from Minutes – None

4. Old Business – None
5. New Business- 
a. President Stratton called for the Nominating Committee report.  The report is postponed until the August meeting.  
b. President Stratton addressed the idea of expanding MRHA’s relationship with external organization with like missions.  Specifically he spoke of interest in advocating with organizations around the rural veterans returning from the war.  Organizations proposed by participants included the MN Family Practice Physicians group, the Area Health Education Centers, the MN Hospital Association, and the State EMS group.   Kathy Huntley said that the AHECs are working with rural veterans on workforce issues as is the State EMS group.  There will be more discussions on this topic soon.   
c. Summit: President Stratton asked the question “do we want to host another rural Summit?”  Robin Weis said she attended the last one and thought it well worth her time.  Jenny Lohse said she thought there was value in the idea.  Dave Borgert said he thought it a good idea and suggested that it be a multi state effort and that MRHA might consider working with a consortium of hospital association members who are considering a similar conference on reimbursement based on value or “value choice”.  The national health reform work currently being considered could support a quality values reimbursement process as the system for payment in the future.  Kathy Huntley stated that attendance at the last MRHA Summit was good and a multi state effort focused at national issues would be important.  President Stratton asked if she thought a multi state AHEC involvement might be worthwhile and she answered that thinking about involving other state AHECs could be good. 
d. Director’s Report – Director Neppel reported on current membership, new membership mailings, website updates, and the new computer for the MRHA office. 

e. Finance Report – Treasurer Nelson will provide a finance report in August.

6. Adjournment – Kathy Huntley made the motion to adjourn at 12:28 PM.

The next MRHA Board meeting is scheduled for August 10 at 12 Noon via conference call

Respectfully Submitted:

Judith Neppel, Recorder
